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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEA RCHING AUTHORITY 

Basis of this opinion 



International application No. 

PCT/CA2004/001498 

10/568106 



'"W- °P~ has been established on the basis of the international a?pSSo?h^ 
language which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

C 3 ^l°i ni0n ^ b . Cen ?* b,ishcd basis of a translation from the original language into the following 

r3?E iJmd 23 l^T 8C tranS,ati ° n for the P ur P° ses of international search (under 

iTrt^ 6 10 ^ n " Cle0tide and/or amino acid disclosed in the international application and necessary to 

the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of : necessary to 

a. type of material 

I J a sequence listing 

f I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

f 1 in written format 

£ 1 in computer readable from 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

f 3 contained in the international application as filed. 

f J filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
[ ) furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

fit!/" ^ ' J" !* 0386 that ^ ° nC VefSi0n 0r c °Py of a se <* uence ^ting and/or table relating thereto has been 
4. Additional comments : 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 



International application No. 



1 Box No. V reasoned statement under Rule 43Ai5,l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

| applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement I 


1 . Statement 








| Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1 to 27 


YES 




Claims 




NO j 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1 to 27 


YES I 




Claims 




NO 


j Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1 to 27 


YES 




Claims 




NO j 



2. Citations and explanations 



Prior Art: 

Document US-3917350-A discloses an ice conditioning apparatus comprising an ice conditioning machine 
mounted on wheels for movement along an ice surface in an operating travel direction; a blade bar mounted on 
sa.d ice conditioning machine; an ice blade defining a cutting edge on a lower front edge thereof; plurality of 
fasteners attach said ice blade to said blade bar such that said ice blade is oriented substantially parallel to said ice : 
surface; and blade height control operative to move the blade bar with respect to the wheels for up and down 
movement of the ice blade. " 

Problem: 

Improve efficiency in installation, changing or ice blade levelling time and safety during ice blade handling. 



Solution: 

tof^Z™^ 3 P !mt V f r 8 " 618 3ttaChed t0 ^ blade bar to °P erati ve, y exert a «»6netic attraction on 
1^ bl * d %: the h } a ** bar ««» ™ blade comprise blade guides to prevent horizontal and vertical 

SEE? 1 ,° Ut ° Perating POSiUOn - Furtherraore ' claim 1 » Closes a method of attaching the 

tn^rfe^fK C , 1C ? con ^ ltloran 8 machine. No prior art discloses or suggests the combination of magnets and blade 
guides for safely mstalhng changmg or levelling the ice blade to the ice conditioning machine, thus claims 1 anj 

7 a ^To W , a " d ' nVCn ; ive - S,nce J the remaining claims are dependent on independent claims 1 and 1 8, claims 2 to 
1 7 and 1 9 to 27 are also new and inventive. 

33(3) oflTpCT. 27 S3tiSfy requirements of nove,t y ^ inventive ste P ™ accordance with Articles 33(2) and 
Claims 1 to 27 also satisfy the requirements of industrial applicability in accordance with Article 33(4) of the PCT. 
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International application No. 

PCT/CA2004/001498 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted : 

?m SS^ t0 the rec * uirements of Rule 51 PCT, the relevant background art disclosed in document US- 

3V 1 /350-A is not mentioned nor identified in the description. 

ii) Contrary to Rule 6.2(b), reference signs in parentheses are not found in the claims to increase intelligibility 
This applies to both the preamble and the characterizing portion. 

iii) Independent claims 1 and 1 8 are not properly cast in the two-part form, with the known features as disclosed 
by the prior art (US-3917350-A) being placed in the preamble and the remaining features being placed in the 
characterizing portion. This does not comply with Rule 6.3(b) of the PCT. 
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International application No. 

PCT/CA2004/001498 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are 
fully supported by the description, are made : 



Claims 



Claims 9, 1 1 to 1 3, 1 6, 1 8, 25 and 26 lack clarity and do not comply with Article 6 of the PCT for the following 



reasons 



i) Claims 9 and 13 contain the wording "can be" and "can then be" which are ambiguous and do not define the 
invention in a precise way to achieve the desired result. 

ii) Claims 1 i and 12 contain the expression "cradle peg(s)" which have no antecedent. 

iii) Claims 1 1 , 1 2, 25 and 26 mention a "slot," however it is unclear whether the slot is referring to the slot located 
on the blade recesses or the cradle recesses. 

iv) Claim 1 6 should end with a period. 

v) Claim 1 8 should read "...such that the ice blade is magnetically held against the blade bar..." 
Description and Drawing s 



vi) On page 5, line 22 of the description, reference number "1 " is used to describe the ice conditioning apparatus 
which is not found in the figures. Similarly, on page 1 1 , line 1 6 of the description, reference number "76" cannot 
be found in the figures labelling the wheel guides. This does not comply with Rule 11.1 3(1) in which reference 
signs not found in the drawings shall not appear in the description and vice versa. 
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